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About the service

Borrowfield Preschool Class is a service operated by Angus Council. The nursery is a part of Borrowfield Primary
School which is situated in a residential area of Montrose. It provides preschool and ante-preschool places for
children who live in the local area.

Children use a large playroom which has a secure entry from the playground. Children have free access to a
large garden from the playroom. They also make regular use of a wooded area in the school playground.

The aims of the service state that:

- "At Borrowfield we aim to provide a positive, encouraging environment, in which all pupils can feel safe
and secure and gain the confidence required to take full advantage of the learning opportunities offered".

- "We will encourage parents to participate in every day nursery life including; activities, workshops
and meetings".

The conditions of registration state that they can provide a care service to a maximum of 30 children. On the
day of the inspection there were 30 children attending the morning session with some additional children
coming to visit their Primary 1 classroom, and 22 children attended the afternoon session.

The service was registered with the Care Inspectorate in April 2011.

We check services are meeting the principles of 'Getting It Right For Every Child' (also known as GIRFEC),
Scotland's national approach to improving outcomes and wellbeing for children by offering the right help at the
right time from the right people. It supports them and their parent(s) to work with the services that can help
them. There are eight wellbeing indicators at the heart of 'Getting It Right For Every Child' - safe, healthy,
achieving, nurtured, active, respected, responsible and included.

What people told us

We received 5 completed Care Standard Questionnaires (CSQs) in advance of the inspection. All of those who
responded told us that they strongly agreed that they were happy with the quality of care received by their
children in the service.

During the inspection we spoke to parents; their comments were positive and they told us:

- "The whole team in the nursery are kind, helpful, outgoing and a pleasure to talk to every day.
They show real care and compassion".

- "The nursery is calm and inviting. They make great use of their outdoor space including the
woodland area they have set up".

- "any problems that occur are dealt with quickly and resolved"
- "I have lots of praise for the nursery".
- "we feel that my child`s learning has come on so well"
- "my child particularly loves the outdoor play"
- "we get great feedback and chances to come into the nursery"
- "the nursery is very organised and the staff are always friendly".
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The children were very happy to tell us the things that they enjoyed doing while they were in nursery, and they
told us:

- "I am making you some pancakes"
- "my most favourite thing to do at nursery is reading"
- "I like to play hide and seek with my friends".

Self assessment

The service had not been asked to complete a self assessment in advance of the inspection. We looked at their
own improvement plan and quality assurance paperwork. These demonstrated their priorities for development
and how they were monitoring the quality of the provision within the service.

From this inspection we graded this service as:

Quality of care and support 4 - Good
Quality of environment 4 - Good
Quality of staffing not assessed
Quality of management and leadership not assessed

What the service does well

Borrowfield Nursery offered a good nurturing and learning environment for preschool and ante-preschool
children. The spacious playroom was well equipped with interesting resources which helped to promote learning
through investigation and enquiry.

The staff were committed to offering the children daily experiences of active play outdoors. They made very good
use of their enclosed garden space. We saw that children were learning through their use of 'loose parts'. They
were investigating how objects could be built and used in their play. Children were learning about where their
food came from through planting and growing activities supported by staff.

Children also used a woodland area where they explored in the trees and examined the wildlife they found. We
saw that children were confident and were developing an interest in the natural world.

Staff were good at asking the children to consider how to keep themselves safe during play. They talked about
the benefits of risky play and how children could begin to take responsibility for keeping themselves safe.

Children were given good opportunities to participate in their community. They were regularly able to meet with
older people who visited the school. The nursery staff were continuing to investigate further community
involvement.

The service had a good approach to supporting children and their families. Staff knew children very well and
were seen to provide appropriate support which helped children to take advantage of their nursery experiences.
They worked effectively with support agencies to address the needs of families. All staff had a good knowledge
of their child protection roles and responsibilities. As a result children were protected.
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Transitions between the nursery and school were well planned and fully involved both children and their parents.
During the inspection we saw children and parents visiting classrooms and having lunch together. Children were
confidently talking about their move to school after the holidays.

The staff team were held in very high regard by the parents. They had access to good quality training and were
using this to have a positive impact on the experiences and outcomes for the children. They were led by a senior
early years practitioner who was a strong role model.

The service had a good approach to communication and offering opportunities for parents to visit the nursery.
This was appreciated by the parents we spoke to.

A programme of self-evaluation had contributed to a focused improvement plan which was making a positive
impact on the experiences and outcomes for the children. The headteacher had a clear vision for the continued
improvement of the nursery.

What the service could do better

During the inspection we identified some areas where we considered the service could improve. We looked at
the individual learning journeys for each of the children. We considered that these could be further improved by
more clearly demonstrating how children are learning and making progress through the curriculum.

Next steps in learning for children should be identified and revisited to ensure that children are making progress.
We asked that the staff consider how children could contribute to their own folders and become involved in
setting their own targets.

We talked with staff about the importance of providing opportunities for developing skills in literacy and
numeracy throughout all of the nursery context areas; both indoors and outside. There should be appropriate
pace and challenge in learning for all of the children.

We considered that the staff should work on their interventions in children's play to make sure that they support
children`s continued learning. They should consider how they use questioning to promote investigation and
exploration.

We looked at the management of medication in the service. We advised that the service should carry out a
review of how this was working, and make any changes that were necessary.

We directed them to the best practice guidance:

'Management of medication in daycare of children and childminding services'.
Publication: HCR-0514-087 - found at:
https://hub.careinspectorate.com/media//management-of-medication-in-daycare-of-children-and-
childminding.pdf.

We looked at the recording of accidents and incidents. We asked that the management team clarify the
difference between these to make sure that staff understand how they should each be recorded. A note should
be made to show how incidents have been dealt with and how parents have been informed.
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We asked that the headteacher have regular discussions with staff about their SSSC (Scottish Social Services
Council) responsibilities. The codes of practice should be highlighted during staff meetings. Staff should be
made aware of how to keep their own information on the SSSC website up-to-date.

We were aware that there were further significant planned changes to the staffing in the service. From our
discussions with the headteacher and staff we were confident that the service had the capacity to continue to
improve and develop.

Requirements
Number of requirements: 0

Recommendations
Number of recommendations: 0

Complaints

There have been no complaints upheld since the last inspection. Details of any older upheld complaints are
published at www.careinspectorate.com

Previous requirements

There are no outstanding requirements.

Previous recommendations

There are no outstanding recommendations.

What the service has done to meet any requirements we made at
or since the last inspection

What the service has done to meet any recommendations we
made at or since the last inspection
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Inspection and grading history

Date Type Gradings

14 Apr 2016 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing 5 - Very good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good

15 Apr 2013 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing 5 - Very good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good

3 Apr 2012 Re-grade Care and support Not assessed
Environment Not assessed
Staffing Not assessed
Management and leadership 5 - Very good

28 Feb 2012 Re-grade Care and support Not assessed
Environment Not assessed
Staffing Not assessed
Management and leadership 1 - Unsatisfactory

13 May 2010 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing 5 - Very good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good
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To find out more

This inspection report is published by the Care Inspectorate. You can download this report and others from our
website.

Care services in Scotland cannot operate unless they are registered with the Care Inspectorate. We inspect, award
grades and help services to improve. We also investigate complaints about care services and can take action
when things aren't good enough.

Please get in touch with us if you would like more information or have any concerns about a care service.

You can also read more about our work online at www.careinspectorate.com

Contact us

Care Inspectorate
Compass House
11 Riverside Drive
Dundee
DD1 4NY

enquiries@careinspectorate.com

0345 600 9527

Find us on Facebook

Twitter: @careinspect

Other languages and formats

This report is available in other languages and formats on request.

Tha am foillseachadh seo ri fhaighinn ann an cruthannan is cànain eile ma nithear iarrtas.
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