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About the service

The Scottish Centre for Children with Motor Impairments has been operating since 1991. It registered with the
Care Inspectorate when it was formed in 2011. It is registered to provide a care service to a maximum of 61
children. One of these children can be age two to under three years, and 60 children aged three years to those
not yet attending primary school. There should be a minimum of two adults on duty at any one time, and the
staffing ratio should reflect the diverse needs of the children attending the service.

The service was established to provide education and therapy for children affected by disorders of movement, or
co-ordination, including reduction in communication.

Care is provided from the Craighalbert Centre in Cumbernauld, North Lanarkshire. The building was purpose built
spaciously to ensure accessibility for children. Facilities within the service include, spacious classrooms, sensory
room, hydrotherapy pool, canteen, specially designed toilets and a safe enclosed garden.

The service aims to enable all children and young people with motor learning difficulties across Scotland to
develop their cognitive, psychomotor abilities and life skills in order to improve the quality of their lives and
achieve their maximum level of independence.

We check services are meeting the principles of Getting it Right for Every Child (also known as GIRFEC),
Scotland's national approach to improving outcomes and wellbeing for children by offering the right help at the
right time, from the right people. It supports them and their parent(s) to work with the services that can help
them. There are eight wellbeing indicators at the heart of Getting it Right for Every Child: safe, healthy, active,
nurtured, achieving, respected, responsible and included.

What people told us

At the time of the inspection, only one child was attending the service. The child was cared for within a
composite class of pre-school and early primary children. The child was happy, settled and busy engaging in the
experiences on offer. The child told us about the things they enjoyed, for example, story time.

We received views from the child's parent within a questionnaire. The parent strongly agreed that they were
happy with the quality of care their child was receiving.

Self assessment

The service had not been asked to complete a self-assessment in advance of the inspection. We looked at their
own improvement plan and quality assurance paperwork. These demonstrated their priorities for development
and how they were monitoring the quality of the provision within the service

From this inspection we graded this service as:

Quality of care and support 6 - Excellent
Quality of environment not assessed
Quality of staffing 6 - Excellent
Quality of management and leadership not assessed
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What the service does well

The child attending the service was happy, settled and busy playing and learning. The child was supported by
staff who knew her well and planned effectively to meet her needs.

The child's personal plan and individual timetable set out clearly how her needs would be met. Access to
specialist activities were incorporated in to the timetable and provided focused development time. For example,
swimming in the hydrotherapy pool and 'rebound' physiotherapy sessions on the trampoline. The child was
achieving and developing her quality of life, as she worked through targets from her plan.

Specialist equipment ensured that the child could participate inclusively in experiences and be as independent as
possible. For example, walking aids, specialist seating and standing frames. These were adapted to the needs of
the individual child for her comfort and support.

The environment was calm and welcoming. Staff were responsive to the child attending, and cared for her with
warmth, kindness and compassion. Physical comfort, such as gentle rubs to the shoulders or face helped the
child feel loved. Staff anticipated any issues and proactively addressed them to ensure minimal stress to the
child.

A team of experienced and skilled staff cared for the child. They worked together to meet her needs holistically.
Teachers, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, speech and language therapists and early years practitioners
worked together, each employing their specialist knowledge when required. The staff participated in daily
evaluation meetings to reflect on practice and to plan strategies to support the group of children the following
day. This strengthened programmes and helped to ensure that the child's needs were fully met.

Staff caring for children had an enabling attitude and believed in children's potential. For example, we observed
staff encourage the pre-school child (who was very reluctant) to use her walking frame. With support the child
achieved more steps than requested, and then suggested the additional challenge of walking backwards. The
child verbally expressed their delight at achieving.

Staff had high expectations for themselves. They showed excellent commitment to their own personal
development, ensuring they had the skills to provide high quality care to children. Staff had participated in a
variety of training courses which supported their roles. For example, manual handling, epilepsy training, first aid
and food hygiene. In addition staff researched good practice guidance when they had the opportunity.

We saw the impact of high quality training on supporting positive outcomes for the child. During our visit we
observed a 'busy hands' session which was developed after training on improving children's hand functions. The
session was carried out in a fun, interactive way using songs and sensory props to interest and engage children.
The child we were observing participated, making very positive attempts to develop her skills.

The child was supported to participate fully as a member of the local community. The service had developed an
excellent partnership with a mainstream nursery, and worked with them to provide integrated play sessions. This
inclusive approach helped the child we were observing to develop social skills and communication.

The child's family was offered important support during significant transitions. For example, moving on from the
service to mainstream school. The support of the service minimised the stress to the child and her family.
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What the service could do better

To further enhance the quality of children's play experiences, we asked the service to consider the increased use
of natural open ended equipment. Where appropriate this would spark children's imagination, problem solving
and curiosity about their world during free-play times.

The service told us, that they were keen to develop a programme of staff peer assessment. We agreed that this
would be a positive step to enhance staff development.

The service should continue maximising opportunities for staff with similar specialist knowledge, to engage in
professional dialogue. This would support them to develop their skills and in turn support children's
development.

Requirements
Number of requirements: 0

Recommendations
Number of recommendations: 0

Complaints

There have been no complaints upheld since the last inspection. Details of any older upheld complaints are
published at www.careinspectorate.com.

Previous requirements

There are no outstanding requirements.

What the service has done to meet any requirements we made at
or since the last inspection
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Previous recommendations

There are no outstanding recommendations.

Inspection and grading history

Date Type Gradings

9 Mar 2017 Unannounced Care and support 6 - Excellent
Environment 6 - Excellent
Staffing Not assessed
Management and leadership Not assessed

14 Feb 2014 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing 5 - Very good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good

15 Mar 2012 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 4 - Good
Staffing 4 - Good
Management and leadership Not assessed

11 Mar 2010 Unannounced Care and support 4 - Good
Environment 4 - Good
Staffing 4 - Good
Management and leadership 4 - Good

What the service has done to meet any recommendations we
made at or since the last inspection

Inspection report

Inspection report for The Scottish Centre for Children with Motor Impairments
page 5 of 6



To find out more

This inspection report is published by the Care Inspectorate. You can download this report and others from our
website.

Care services in Scotland cannot operate unless they are registered with the Care Inspectorate. We inspect, award
grades and help services to improve. We also investigate complaints about care services and can take action
when things aren't good enough.

Please get in touch with us if you would like more information or have any concerns about a care service.

You can also read more about our work online at www.careinspectorate.com

Contact us

Care Inspectorate
Compass House
11 Riverside Drive
Dundee
DD1 4NY

enquiries@careinspectorate.com

0345 600 9527

Find us on Facebook

Twitter: @careinspect

Other languages and formats

This report is available in other languages and formats on request.

Tha am foillseachadh seo ri fhaighinn ann an cruthannan is cànain eile ma nithear iarrtas.
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