
Gullane Primary School Nursery
Day Care of Children

Muirfield Terrace
Gullane
EH31 2HL

Telephone: 01620 843455

Type of inspection: Unannounced
Inspection completed on: 24 January 2018

Service provided by: Service provider number:
East Lothian Council SP2003002600

Care service number:
CS2003016984



About the service

We carried out an unannounced inspection of Gullane Primary School Nursery Class in East Lothian on
Wednesday 24 January 2018. We provided feed back to the service on the same day. At this inspection we spoke
with 10 children and 12 parents. We observed staff practice throughout the nursery and checked documentation
relevant to the inspection.

The Care Inspectorate regulates care services in Scotland. Information in relation to all care services is available
on our website at www.careinspectorate.com.

Gullane Primary School Nursery Class is situated in the grounds of Gullane Primary School in East Lothian. The
service is registered to provide a daycare service to a maximum of 30 children under primary school age.

The nursery has its own entrance area and its own kitchen area, two toilets and a safe enclosed outdoor area of
the playground. The nursery also have access to the main school hall to allow children to take part in more
energetic play.

We carried out a themed inspection. This targeted approach means that we looked at identified aspects focusing
on children's experiences in the themes we looked at. These were:

Care and Support.
Environment.

On the day of the inspection there were 24 children, the class teacher, two early years practitioners present.

The Care Inspectorate is committed to improving the health and wellbeing of all children receiving a care service.
We want to ensure they have the best start in life, are ready to succeed and live longer, healthier lives.

We check services are meeting the principles of Getting it Right for Every Child (also known as GIRFEC). Set up by
the Scottish Government, GIRFEC is a national approach to working in a consistent way with all children and
young people. It is underpinned by the principles of prevention and early intervention.

The approach helps services focus on what makes a positive difference for children and young people - and what
they can do to improve. GIRFEC is being woven into all policy, practice, strategy and legislation that affect
children, young people and their families.
There are eight wellbeing indicators at the heart of GIRFEC. They are: safe, healthy, achieving, nurtured, active,
respected, responsible and included. They are often referred to as the SHANARRI indicators. We use these
indicators at inspection, to assess how services are making a positive difference for children. Information on
SHANARRI can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/young-People/gettingitright.

What people told us

We observed the children throughout the inspection and found them to be happy in their environment and were
engaged with a variety of activities throughout the sessions. They interacted confidently with staff and
approached them for support when needed.
We sent 16 Care Inspectorate care standards questionnaires to the service to distribute to parents. Parents
returned 14 completed questionnaires before the inspection.

Inspection report

Inspection report for Gullane Primary School Nursery
page 2 of 6

http://www.careinspectorate.com
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/young-People/gettingitright


Representative comments included:
"We are extremely happy with the quality of care for our child has received Gullane Nursery School. We were
impressed that staff initially visited playgroup to help the transition and are pleased with opportunities nursery
affords to make the transition into P1 seem less too. My child loves nursery. He has made friends and has a good
relationship with the staff. He has thrived with the range of activities and focus areas covered, particularly
enjoying. The staff are friendly and approachable and it has been nice to see so many parents get involved as
helpers or offer expertise from their own particular fields of work/interest. Parents evenings have been
informative and we have felt that the staff really know our child. We have been impressed by the documentation
of our child's learning story folder and feel he has been appropriately encouraged to develop his literacy and
numeracy skills through play".

"My child loves attending the nursery and is always talking about things he has done and asking if he has
nursery everyday. I feel confident that staff provide a fun, safe and stimulating environment".

"The nursery provide a safe, caring, stimulating environment for my child to learn and grow in. I have been
delighted with the levels of care and attention the staff have shown my child. The topics and variety of activities
are fantastic and my child enjoys every minute she spends there. I cant praise the nursery enough".

"Gullane does have pretty good outside space available. During the winter months however when there is a hard
frost the children do not always go outside. I think this may be due to the frost making the nursery playground
surface slippery. there are grass playing fields and woodland by the school which they could use".
We discussed these comments with the Head teacher and Nursery Teacher during feedback. They told us that
they are waiting on the council to make a decision about the school building as this may be extended in the
near future meaning the nursery will have more grass in the outside space. We could see children using the
outside area throughout the morning of the inspection.

"I have had two children at Gullane Nursery and I have noticed a positive change over the past two years. The
learning that my child has experienced with the nursery teacher and staff has been obvious. My child speaks
about her learning very regularly and I am very confident that the teacher and staff have provided her with a very
stimulating, creative, child led learning environment".

"I have always loved Gullane Nursery Class. The staff are always very approachable, accommodating and provide
excellent care for the children. I feel very confident leaving my child in their care and I know she loves going to
nursery".

Self assessment

The service had not been asked to complete a self assessment in advance of the inspection. We looked at their
own improvement plan and quality assurance paperwork. These demonstrated their priorities for development
and how they were monitoring the quality of the provision within the service.

From this inspection we graded this service as:

Quality of care and support 5 - Very Good
Quality of environment 4 - Good
Quality of staffing not assessed
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Quality of management and leadership not assessed

What the service does well

We found that staff of the nursery continued to have a strong commitment to providing the best quality of care
and support for the children in their care. They clearly valued and respected both children and parents and
provided various ways for them to be involved in developing the service.

We observed staff working with children and saw that they were kind, nurturing and supportive at all times. They
responded to children's individual needs and provided reassurance and security. Parents we spoke to commented
that they felt the staff team were always available and that they would feel comfortable taking any matter to
them.

Children could choose to play outdoors throughout the session and we noted that the majority of children chose
to do so. We observed children working together while playing with the sand and also using the nursery bicycles.
The outdoor resources effectively promoted active play and physical wellbeing.

The nursery made effective use of the wider school facilities. During the inspection the children used the school
'gym hall' for a physical activity. This allowed them to utilise an appropriate space for the activity and helped
children to become familiar with the wider school environment. This supported children's transitions and
continuity of care

The nursery environment was calm and relaxed. Carefully laid out play spaces, well organised resources and
interesting activities available helped ensure happy and engaged children. Staff were skilled at supporting
children's play and provided experiences which challenged them and enriched their learning in the environment.

Staff were fully aware of how to safe guard children in their care. Speaking to staff highlighted that they had
good knowledge in this area and they understood their responsibility for protecting the children in their care.

What the service could do better

During the inspection we discussed areas which could be improved upon within the nursery to enhance the
children's experiences. This included adding more natural resources. We gave some suggestions on how the
service could address this. The nursery teacher was keen to listen to our ideas and implement these to improve
outcomes for children. The progress of this will be followed up at the next inspection.

We saw the sand tray did not contain enough sand for children to fully benefit playing in this area. The service
agreed that this needed to be replenished on a more regular basis.

Requirements
Number of requirements: 0

Recommendations
Number of recommendations: 0
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Complaints

There have been no complaints upheld since the last inspection. Details of any older upheld complaints are
published at www.careinspectorate.com.

Inspection and grading history

Date Type Gradings

7 Nov 2011 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing Not assessed
Management and leadership Not assessed

3 Mar 2010 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing 4 - Good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good
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To find out more

This inspection report is published by the Care Inspectorate. You can download this report and others from our
website.

Care services in Scotland cannot operate unless they are registered with the Care Inspectorate. We inspect, award
grades and help services to improve. We also investigate complaints about care services and can take action
when things aren't good enough.

Please get in touch with us if you would like more information or have any concerns about a care service.

You can also read more about our work online at www.careinspectorate.com

Contact us

Care Inspectorate
Compass House
11 Riverside Drive
Dundee
DD1 4NY

enquiries@careinspectorate.com

0345 600 9527

Find us on Facebook

Twitter: @careinspect

Other languages and formats

This report is available in other languages and formats on request.

Tha am foillseachadh seo ri fhaighinn ann an cruthannan is cànain eile ma nithear iarrtas.
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