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About the service

The service was registered with the Care Inspectorate on 1 April 2011.

Stenhousemuir Nursery Class is registered to provide a care service to a maximum of 38 children over 3 years to
those not yet attending primary school. The staff : child ratio should be maintained at 1 : 8. Where children aged
3 or over attend facilities providing day care for a session which is less than a continuous period of 4 hours, the
adult : child ratio may be 1 : 10 providing that children do not attend for more than one session per day. Two
adults should be in attendance at all times.

The service is provided from dedicated playrooms, a kitchen area and its own entrance within Stenhousemuir
Primary School. Children also have access to a large garden area. The school is run by Falkirk Council Education
Service.

The Care Inspectorate is committed to improving the health and wellbeing of all children receiving a care service.
We want to ensure they have the best start in life, are ready to succeed and live longer, healthier lives.

We check services are meeting the principles of Getting It Right For Every Child (also known as GIRFEC). Set up by
Scottish Government, GIRFEC is a national approach to working in a consistent way with all children and young
people. It is underpinned by the principles of prevention and early intervention. The approach helps services
focus on what makes a positive difference for children and young people - and what they can do to improve.
Getting it right for every child is being woven into all policy, practice, strategy and legislation that affect children,
young people and their families.

There are eight wellbeing indicators at the heart of Getting It Right For Every Child. They are: safe, healthy,
achieving, nurtured, active, respected, responsible, and included. They are often referred to as the SHANARRI
indicators. We use these indicators at inspection, to assess how services are making a positive difference for
children.

What people told us

We spoke to several children and observed their play both indoors and outdoors. Children presented as very
confident and capable. They were having fun and interacting positively with each other and with staff. A sample
of children's comments are shown below:

"I've got a girlfriend!"
"I like the couch, cos its comfy. We can play games."
"I've tidied up."

We received eight completed Care Standards Questionnaires. These demonstrated a high level of satisfaction
with the service. All parents either 'strongly agreed' or 'agreed' that 'overall, they were happy with the quality of
care their child received in this service'. No additional comments were made.
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Self assessment

The service had not been asked to complete a self assessment in advance of the inspection. We looked at their
own improvement plan which demonstrated their priorities for development and how they were monitoring the
quality of the provision within the service. We saw that good progress was being made in achieving identified
targets.

From this inspection we graded this service as:

Quality of care and support 5 - Very Good
Quality of environment 4 - Good
Quality of staffing not assessed
Quality of management and leadership not assessed

What the service does well

Positive and skilled interactions from staff challenged children, recognised their capabilities and supported their
achievement.

Children were successful in their learning and development as evidenced within their e-journals. These captured
their learning and supported planning for appropriate next steps contributing to children's continued progress.

Children were confident as they were actively encouraged and appropriately supported to access risky play
opportunities outdoors. This enabled them to assess and understand risk and contributed to their obvious
enjoyment and fun. The creative play opportunities in the garden were first class and allowed children to
interact, problem solve and express themselves.

The emotional wellbeing of children was supported through a range of experiences. This included recent work to
develop attachment aware practice, providing yoga sessions and promoting mindfulness. These opportunities
and the warm and nurturing interactions from staff contributed to children's overall resilience. The service should
continue to further develop this aspect of practice as planned.

Children were healthy as they enjoyed varied opportunities for active play including yoga sessions and free flow
access to the outdoors. Systems were in place to ensure that individual health needs were met and snacks were
healthy and nutritious, contributing to children's understanding of a healthy diet. All staff were trained and
knowledgeable in food hygiene, ensuring safe handling of food.

The environment contributed to children's continued safety as staff monitored children closely and the building
was secure. Resources and equipment were in good order and fit for purpose and risk assessments had been
completed to reduce risk of harm to children.

Staff had recently reviewed the layout of the playroom, as a result providing an inviting and comfortable story
area and an interesting 'emotion station'. These provided children with spaces to rest, relax and take control of
their feelings supporting their emotional wellbeing. The art area provided children with access to a range of
materials providing choice and control. ICT resources were available which further enhanced children's
play. Engaging displays around the room invited children's interest and interaction, enhancing their learning.
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What the service could do better

Children should be encouraged to take responsibility for their environment. This would develop their capacity as
responsible citizens and contribute to an inviting and safe environment.

There was scope to further develop creative, open ended and risky play indoors. The block play area could be
enhanced and opportunities for woodwork and clay should be explored. This would enhance children's
opportunities for self expression.

The service should continue to explore how children could have better access to their own e-journals. This would
provide children with ownership and allow them to re-visit previous learning. The journals should be regularly
monitored to ensure consistency in entries for all children.

Planning was not yet capturing children's evaluations of their learning. This should be reviewed to ensure
children are able to reflect on their learning to provide further challenge.

The layout of the environment should be kept under review to ensure flow between areas and appropriate
spaces to support children to play alone, in small or larger groups. The availability of appropriate resources and
access to these should be reviewed to ensure that children can take responsibility and make independent
choices, supporting them in leading their own play and learning.

The service should now re-establish some of the links within the community such as library visits and forest
school to allow children to identify with their local environment and benefit from meaningful learning
experiences.

Medication forms and accidents forms should be signed by parents upon sharing of this information. This is to
confirm that information has been shared to promote continuity of children's care and wellbeing.

Staff should not use personal mobile phones for taking photographs of children in nursery. This practice should
be replaced by the use of a nursery owned camera to ensure children's confidentiality and continued safety. See
recommendation one.

Requirements
Number of requirements: 0

Recommendations
Number of recommendations: 1

1. The provider should ensure that staff's personal mobile phones are not used for photographing nursery
children. This is to ensure appropriate safeguarding and confidentiality.
National Care Standards Early Education and Childcare up to the age of 16. Standard 2 - A safe environment.
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Complaints

There have been no complaints upheld since the last inspection. Details of any older upheld complaints are
published at www.careinspectorate.com.

Inspection and grading history

Date Type Gradings

18 Mar 2015 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 4 - Good
Staffing 4 - Good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good

30 May 2012 Unannounced Care and support 4 - Good
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing 5 - Very good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good

31 May 2011 Unannounced Care and support 3 - Adequate
Environment 3 - Adequate
Staffing 4 - Good
Management and leadership 4 - Good
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To find out more

This inspection report is published by the Care Inspectorate. You can download this report and others from our
website.

Care services in Scotland cannot operate unless they are registered with the Care Inspectorate. We inspect, award
grades and help services to improve. We also investigate complaints about care services and can take action
when things aren't good enough.

Please get in touch with us if you would like more information or have any concerns about a care service.

You can also read more about our work online at www.careinspectorate.com

Contact us

Care Inspectorate
Compass House
11 Riverside Drive
Dundee
DD1 4NY

enquiries@careinspectorate.com

0345 600 9527

Find us on Facebook

Twitter: @careinspect

Other languages and formats

This report is available in other languages and formats on request.

Tha am foillseachadh seo ri fhaighinn ann an cruthannan is cànain eile ma nithear iarrtas.
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