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About the service

The service was previously registered with the Care Commission and transferred its registration to the Care
Inspectorate on 1 April 2011. The nursery is provided by Fife Council. The headteacher is the designated manager
for this service.

St. Bride's R C Primary School Nursery, Cowdenbeath is situated in the primary school. The nursery
accommodation comprises two linked classrooms. There is also a parents' room, cloaks area, toilets and an
enclosed outdoor play area/garden. The nursery can access the school gym hall when available.

The nursery provides both morning and afternoon sessions and is registered to provide a service to a maximum
of 30 children aged from 3 years to an age to attend primary school.

What people told us

We saw that the children were familiar with nursery routines. Some were happy to talk to us about what they
were doing in nursery. Examples of their comments are as follows:

"She is sleeping. She is wanting her dinner." (Doll)
"We missed that one. We want the monkey one." (Smartboard matching game)
"I like the green one best. I'm drawing."

We asked the service to issue questionnaires to parents, in order to allow us to take account of their views. Five
were returned to us. We also spoke to a few parents/carers during our visit. All concerned were happy with the
quality of care provided. Examples of parents' comments (anonymised) are as follows:

"I am very happy with the standard of service. The staff are friendly, helpful and approachable - a great comfort
to this mum."

"Since my daughter started at St Bride's Nursery she has absolutely blossomed. She has gained so much
confidence, takes a keen interest in all aspects of learning, has become independent and has gained a vast
knowledge on numerous subjects. My daughter has a great relationship with both staff as do I. They are kind,
experienced and very approachable. The connection with the school is excellent too."

"It's really good. The staff are great."

"My daughter has just started P1. We are happy with the transition programme and we are sure she will have
appropriate support during her school time."

Inspection report

Inspection report for St. Bride's R C Primary School Nursery
page 2 of 6



Self assessment

We did not ask the provider to complete a self assessment in advance of the inspection. We looked at the
service's own improvement plan. This demonstrated their priorities for development and how they were
monitoring the quality of provision.

From this inspection we graded this service as:

Quality of care and support 4 - Good
Quality of environment 4 - Good
Quality of staffing not assessed
Quality of management and leadership not assessed

What the service does well

The nursery provided a safe, clean and welcoming environment. Children were able to access the resources on
offer and make choices in their play activities. They were eager to explore and a small group gathered round to
help each another to add and mix ingredients to make a dough mixture. Staff encouraged them to describe the
texture, use scales and introduced new words to extend children's vocabulary and understanding. Some children
used their counting skills in activities such as making play dough, preparing snack and taking part in counting
games, songs and walks.

Nutritious snacks were provided which helped introduce children to new foods. Staff sat and chatted to the
children. Children were supported to wash their hands before eating and were learning about oral hygiene as the
service participated in the national tooth brushing scheme. These measures contributed to children's health and
wellbeing.

Groups of children played outdoors on a daily basis. The exceptionally large outdoor play area provided children
with good potential to explore, engage in active play and to be creative. Children made weekly visits to the local
woodland for forest school experiences such as den building. This meant that children were able to develop an
appreciation of the outdoors, as well as experience risk and challenge in their play, supported by staff who
encouraged them to be safe and active.

Nursery children were included in the life of the school. Parents told us there were good transition arrangements
in place which supported children and parents.

Parents spoke positively about the nursery, commenting that children were happy and enjoyed the activities and
that staff were approachable and supportive. Management were continuing with using best practice guidance
and research to help them with their assessment of parental engagement and their plans to develop this to raise
attainment.

Arrangements were in place to safeguard children. The child protection procedure provided information for staff
to follow in the event of any concerns.
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What the service could do better

Staff were able to describe children's additional support needs including behavioural issues; however, there was
little written evidence as to how these children were being supported. We identified the need for a clear plan to
be in place which also reflects the involvement of parents and other professionals where appropriate.
See recommendation 1

Overall, care and welfare recordings were satisfactory; however, some follow up actions had not been recorded.
We asked the manager to ensure that all actions, in future, are recorded.
See recommendation 2

We suggested some measures including a rug in the block area which would help reduce the noise level in the
playroom, making it more conducive to learning.

Staff should continue with plans to better support children's learning outdoors, by offering a broader and wider
range of learning opportunities including mark making.

Requirements
Number of requirements: 0

Recommendations
Number of recommendations: 2

1. (a) The provider should develop a personal plan for each child registered with the service. This should reflect
children's needs, and supports which have been put in place in consultation with parents and other
professionals.

(b) Each plan should be updated where appropriate and reviewed at least once every six months.

Reference: National Care Standards for Early Education and Childcare up to age 16 - standard 4 - Engaging with
children.

2. The provider should, in future, ensure that child care and welfare records accurately reflect all actions taken.

Reference: National Care Standards for Early Education and Childcare up to age 16 - standard 6 - Support and
development
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Complaints

There have been no complaints upheld since the last inspection. Details of any older upheld complaints are
published at www.careinspectorate.com.

Inspection and grading history

Date Type Gradings

11 Nov 2014 Unannounced Care and support 4 - Good
Environment 4 - Good
Staffing 4 - Good
Management and leadership 4 - Good

20 Jan 2011 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment Not assessed
Staffing Not assessed
Management and leadership Not assessed

10 Mar 2009 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 5 - Very good
Staffing 4 - Good
Management and leadership 4 - Good
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To find out more

This inspection report is published by the Care Inspectorate. You can download this report and others from our
website.

Care services in Scotland cannot operate unless they are registered with the Care Inspectorate. We inspect, award
grades and help services to improve. We also investigate complaints about care services and can take action
when things aren't good enough.

Please get in touch with us if you would like more information or have any concerns about a care service.

You can also read more about our work online at www.careinspectorate.com

Contact us

Care Inspectorate
Compass House
11 Riverside Drive
Dundee
DD1 4NY

enquiries@careinspectorate.com

0345 600 9527

Find us on Facebook

Twitter: @careinspect

Other languages and formats

This report is available in other languages and formats on request.

Tha am foillseachadh seo ri fhaighinn ann an cruthannan is cànain eile ma nithear iarrtas.
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